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an adventure would have involved another
treaty with him ; and the Emperor had learnt
his lesson in that quarter. So Wolsey fell back
upon his own foreign policy, and formed a rather
half-hearted alliance with France, in the hope of
redressing the balance.

Soon the Treaty of Madrid was signed and
Francis regained his liberty. There now seemed
to be a chance of a universal peace in Europe.
The Queen Mother Regent of France presented
Wolsey with a hundred thousand crowns, the sum
with which she had bribed him to restore peace
to Europe ; and, with this gift, Wolsey returned
to take over the affairs of England. There he
lived again in splendour. For, all the while he
had been endeavouring to squeeze money from
England as he would blood from a stone, he had
been living in magnificence. The famous palace
at Hampton Court had been completed for some
years ; and he spent much of his time at his
other magnificent houses, at More and Titten-
hanger. His passion for building was a genuine
one, however ; and he did much to beautify his
homes in other ways than pompous ostentation.
For Christ Church, Oxford, was, of course,
besides the lectureships that he founded in the
university city, of his bounty. His own diocese
of York he never once visited in the days of his
power, but that was no very uncommon failing
in an age when York was many days' journey
from London, in view of the fact that its